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kindness for me, and who satisfy my heart and mind. My
vanity finds no compensation in a crowd for the lack of real
merit. I do not care to shine; I find ten times more pleasure
in saying nothing and in hearing good things, in being in the
gentle company of worthy, virtuous people, than I do in being
made giddy with all the insipid praises prodigally and at ran-
dom bestowed on me. It is not that I lack gratitude or the
wish to please; but to my mind the approbation of fools is
only flattering inasmuch as it is general, and it becomes a
burden when it must be purchased by reiterated and especial
sacrifices."
The above is extracted from a collection of letters of Made-
moiselle Lecouvreur which was published after her death. In
order to undertake the character of this remarkable woman,
on her own stage too, though at the distance of a century, it
was requisite that her representative should possess no small
share of the qualities that adorned her prototype. Mademoi-
selle Eachel had one great qualification for the part—she
could play the gentlewoman with perfect ease. This was in-
dispensable to justify the remark of Michonnet, when Adrienne
is surrounded by ladies of the highest quality, " She figures as
well as the whole of them in a salon."
In the scenes with the princess Mademoiselle Rachel was ini
her element, and consequently very much admired.
CHAPTER XXII.
1849.
Benefit of Mademoiselle Georges,—The Thespian Car in 1660 and in
1849.—Phedre without Aricie.—An Audience behind the Age,—A
Tune to suit all Governments.—Life in a Stage-coach.—A promised
Conversion.—A Play without an Audience.—The Theatre Eraj^ais
cersus Mademoiselle Eachel.—Mademoiselle Eachel condemned to sing
the "Marseillaise."
-  Ijf June of this year, the incident to which allusion was
the, last chapter in connection with Mademoiselle
This once*petted and idolized actress made

